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Public School

Parents & Citizens Association

	MINUTES

1 April 2015



Meeting opened at 7.30pm

	ITEMS
	MINUTES

	1.  Introductory Matters

	Welcome & Recording of Attendance
	Carly Clarke, Karen Forsythe, Cassie McCumstie, Mark Lilley, Troy Andrews, Mandy Collins, Tanya McNaughton, Alison Richards, Caitlin Moroney, Rebecca Renshaw, Catherine Witcombe, Kerri McCaw and Rebekah Flynn.

	Apologies
	Kirsty Johnson, Craig Partridge

	Minutes of Last Meeting
	Minutes of the previous meeting be taken as read and moved as correct.

Moved K McCaw.  Seconded M Lilley. CARRIED.



	2.  Action Items generated at this meeting

	K McCaw
	· To continue looking into a timer for the athletics and swimming carnivals.  Currently looking at overseas options.
· Create survey using survey monkey to see where P&C spends any funds raised.

· Frame photo for the quarry and deliver to the quarry

	T McNaughton
	· Investigate prices of Photo Booth for fete 
· Find out price for re-using existing fencing around tennis court

· Send flyer to school community asking if anyone is interested in buying an Entertainment Book.

	C Partridge
	· Answer questions raised by Kellie about drawing design on to the shed

· Determine progress with fixing air conditioning in canteen
· Follow-up on numerous complaints from parents about professionalism of some teachers at athletics carnival.
· Confirm when dates for zone soccer and netball are known and if a clash with the athletics carnival could have been avoided.

· Can we nominate a junior PSSA side for sports competitions?

· Can the school have a basketball team?

· Provide information on how many families have left the school recently and if there is any information on why families are choosing to leave the school.

	K Forsyth
	· Find out price per kg for scrap metal

	R Renshaw
	· Write thank you letter to quarry
· Find out minimum order for Entertainment Books 

	M Collins
	· Re-fill school gas bottles

	2.  Action Items from last meeting

	M Collins 
	· To check with K O’Hare to see if she can draw her design onto the shed.

· Yes, Kellie can draw her design onto the shed. Kellie asked: Would the school like to change the design to an aboriginal design in line with the native garden? Does the shed need a coat of paint? Can she do the work on weekends or in the holidays? Is there a budget for the paints? Is there a projector available that she could use?
· M Collins to pass these questions on to C Partridge.

	K McCaw
	· To continue looking into a timer for the athletics and swimming carnivals.  Currently looking at overseas options.

· Carried over to next meeting.

	Tanya & Kerri
	· Facebook Survey to gather ideas for next project etc from future money raised – Kerry suggested using survey monkey. Kerri has offered to put survey together.

	T McNaughton
	· Send Karen Forsythe P&C Contact List – done
· Contact Hamilton South PS re carnival rides for the Fete – done and sent to K Forsyth and C Partridge
· Investigate prices of Photo Booth for fete – carry over to next meeting

	K Forsyth
	· will get more information for Craig regarding price per kg for scrap metal – Karen estimates we have 300-400kg of scrap metal. Yet to determine price per kg

	C Partridge
	· Ask staff member to act as liaison officer for the fete – Ms Lowcock to act as school liaison
· Add school assemblies to website – done
· Approach Ken Jordan re Funding – done
· Determine any progress made for parents to be able to pay the school via credit card or online – form has been written.


	Carly Clarke 
	· Order packing materials for Mother’s Day stall – done

	3.  Reports


	Principal
	· See separate report attached

	Treasurer
	C Clarke advised:

March statement:

· Opening balance at 1 March 2015 was $45.876.07

· Income was $1,348.12 (uniforms).

· Expenses were $10 064.18 (uniforms) 

· Cash at bank $37 160.01

· Unpresented cheques $25,000 to the school, $634 for Mother’s Day stall gifts

· Outstanding deposits $421.20 from Easter Raffle

· Outstanding payments: $9,000 to the school before the end of 2015.

· Leaving a real balance of $5,103.98.



	Canteen Committee
	M Collins advised:

· Harmony Day BBQ went very well and raised $490
· Current committee don’t want to do “red days” because of the message it sends to children, but is looking at doing special canteen days co-ordinating with school events such as Book Week.

· A big thank you to the committee members and Nat Meehan for assistance on the day with sausage sizzle and canteen sales. Great day and thank you very much for your hard work.

· School community is asked to remember that everyone who volunteers to help at these events is volunteering their own time and without that support these things would not happen in our school. 

· Gas Bottles need refilling and M Collins will do this

· Air Conditioning is still broken and needs fixing before next summer. Craig was getting quotes to fix this and is to follow up on this. Is it the Department’s responsibility to fix this?


	Uniforms
	· C Clarke will place order in holidays for winter items. 
· Will order 2 of each size jacket in preparation for winter.


	Correspondence
	R Renshaw advised:

Correspondence in
· Donation from Gun Club for $1,000
· Entertainment Book. Do we want to do it for the 2015/2016 year? Each book costs $48 and we sell them for $60. R Renshaw to find out if there is a minimum order. T McNaughton to gauge interest from school community via a flyer



	4.  General Business and Other Business Arising

	Fete
	· Committee is well established and has discussed keeping things easy and simple – eg combining stalls where possible, keeping food stalls together
· K McCaw to send letters to businesses re donations

· K Forsyth spoken to Hunter River High School. They are looking at bringing baby animals for petting / display.

· Photography exhibition

· Approaching Police, Ambulance, Fire Service and Pre School

· Any stalls for Norwex / Tupperware etc are welcome. Charge to be $50 for a stall and they will also be asked to donate a prize to the raffle.

· No chocolate wheel

· K Forsyth to approach office regarding how the money is handled through the office

· Fete committee will outline progress at each P&C meeting. Bulk of organisation will be done at fete committee meetings.

· C Partridge has information regarding rides and the decision will be left with him.

· Next Fete meeting will be 23/4/15 at 6pm

	Fundraising
	· P&C understands that there has been some comments from the school community that there has been too much fundraising in the first term. Discussed that first term is not a good term for fundraising (particularly raffles and a-thons when parents provide most of the money) as parents already have many expenses.

· Circumstances this year meant we had to make lots of money quickly to pay existing bills. T McNaughton also noted that the fundraising so far this year has provided fun things for the kids to do such as the a-thon.
· Comments regarding the a-thon that it appeared a bit “thrown together” and not cohesive. Feedback that a $15 minimum for an ice block was hard for students that worked really hard but raised less than that.

· A-thon made $2896 less expenses $241.

· Movie Night to be in Term 2 (date to be confirmed). Format will be same as last year, with $15 per family being the maximum any family will pay. Movie will be Big Hero 6.


	Athletics Carnival
	· Sun Safety – Concerns were raised about the lack of shade / gazebos at the carnival. Students were only reminded once to wear sunscreen – perhaps another few announcements may have been made. Suggestion that hats for students running races be placed in baskets and then delivered to them after the race.

· Age Races – concerns that in some age races, students had to run their races 3 times and with no rest between each race. Some students received ribbons for their races and then had these ribbons taken from them which upset many children.

· Concerns raised about the 100m track that it was poorly marked, the start and finish lines were not clear and the students had to run a bend in a 100m race. The 100m race could have been run on the other side of the oval with a properly marked track but this option was not taken. Why was this option not taken?

· For the past few years, parents have made the same comments that they are not willing to volunteer to assist with one event when it means that they will not see their child/ren participate in other events. Parent volunteers should move around with their children and volunteer at different events. This suggestion has been made repeatedly after the last few athletics carnivals.
· Suggestions that garbage bins should be placed near where the children are sitting. Students were not reminded to clean up at the end of the day.

· Suggestion that students should be given drinks breaks and water should be provided for children to re-fill their water bottles.

· Feedback has been received that C Partridge must follow up on numerous complaints from parents about the professionalism of some teachers at the carnival - for example, arguments and aggression between teachers, teachers berating each other over the microphone.
· Concern about clash of dates with carnival and Zone netball and soccer. When are the dates for zone netball and soccer known and could this have been avoided?

	Other business
	· Cricket try-outs – T Andrews noted that there was no communication / feedback with students that were not successful in making the team

· Team Sports Selection – Some Year 4’s were allowed to try out for cricket and others were not. C Partridge to apply procedure re selection for sports teams.

· T Andrews asked if we can nominate a junior PSSA side for a junior competition.

· R Flynn noted that the school refused to create a basketball team even though a parent had offered to coach the team and the new court was suitable for basketball.

· The question was raised as to how many families have left the school in the past year and is the school asking why they are leaving. C Partridge to provide feedback on this.

	Agenda items
	Any items for inclusion in the agenda should be emailed to Tanya McNaughton at darren.mcnaughton1@bigpond.com.au 



	Next Meeting
	7.30pm Wednesday, 6 May in School Library 


Meeting closed at 10.05pm. 
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